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M e m o r a n d u m

To      : The Conservancy Date: November  26, 2007
      The Advisory Committee

From   : Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Director

Subject: Agenda Item 8(d): Consideration of resolution authorizing annual contribution from the
Support Budget up to $3000 pursuant to the Newhall Ranch High Country Recreation and
Conservation Authority Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement.

Staff Recommendation: That the Conservancy authorize contribution of up to $3000 to the
Newhall Ranch High Country Recreation and Conservation Authority, pursuant to the
provisions of the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement.

Legislative Authority:   Joint Exercise of Powers Act, Section 6500 et seq. of the Government
Code; Newhall Ranch High Country Recreation and Conservation Authority Joint Exercise
of Powers Agreement.

Background:  The Newhall Ranch High Country Recreation and Conservation Authority (High
Country Authority) is a joint powers agency between the Conservancy,   the City of Santa
Clarita, and the County of Los Angeles. The agreement was finalized in April 2006; the first
meeting of the new JPA was held on November 14, 2007.  Attached is a copy of the Agreement.
The High Country Authority  was developed pursuant to the County’s approval of the Newhall
Ranch Specific Plan and the Westridge Specific Plan, large projects in the unincorporated
Santa Clarita Valley.  It is the governmental entity to own and operate open space dedications
and trails that are required by County conditions of the developments.

Section 16.0 of the Agreement specifies a minimum contribution by each party of $1000 per
year.  At the November 14 meeting the High Country Governing Board recommended that the
County, City, and Conservancy each consider providing up to $3000 per year to provide for the
operation of the Authority (such as insurance, bonding, web and postage costs, etc.), in
addition to the normal in-kind services that will be provided by  each agency.

The Conservancy’s Support Budget has sufficient funds to allow for a $3000 contribution.


